On November 12, 2002, I went to go see the Broadway show called Proof.  It was an interesting play.  It kept me awake because it was humorous and it was very easy to understand.  Before the play I was a little concerned on how I was going to relate the show to logic class.  I was so concerned that at the very beginning of the first scene when Claire was lying on the floor I was thinking that in my report I was going to write that her legs resembled the connective for the word and when writing in symbols.  But from the play I realized that everything in life deals with logic.


The first argument occurred in the first scene.  It was when Claire’s father appeared and he was trying to explain to Claire that she was not crazy because of she was then she would not be asking herself if she was crazy.  This is the way I would phrase it and symbolize it: If you are CRAZY, then you will not ASK yourself.  Claire does ASK herself.  Therefore she is not CRAZY.  C → ~A, A├  ~C.  This argument is valid.  This was one way I related the play to logic class.
Another argument that occurred in the play is when Claire was accusing Hal of stealing her father’s property.  The way I saw it was that if Claire found the book in Hal’s backpack then he was stealing.  She did not find it in his backpack therefore she thought he was not stealing it but he was because it was found in his jacket.

A different argument that was found within the play was whether or not Claire should go to New York to live with her sister.  If Claire was crazy and she needed help, then she should go to New York and Live with Catherine. She doesn’t live with Catherine.  Therefore she was not crazy and did not need help.  The way I would symbolize this is like so: (C∙H) → L, ~L ├ ~C∙~H
In conclusion I enjoyed the play a great deal.  It showed how logic is related to everything in life.  The things that helped me realize this was the arguing that was going back and forth among all the characters.

